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OSIA Nation MAKING A DIFFERENCE

GOT A GOOD STORY? OHIO

One of the biggest scholarships ever offered by a local Sons of Italy 
chapter was awarded by the Cincinnatus Lodge #1191 in Cincinnati last 
October during the lodge’s annual Columbus Day celebration.  Lauren 
Di Fulvio, 26, was the lucky recipient of a $10,000 scholarship, which 
will allow her to finish her degree in fine arts and psychology at the Col-
lege of Mount St. Joseph.  An artist and photographer, she plans to work 
with special needs children using art as a form of developmental therapy. 

Fr. Forno Named New National 
Chaplain of the Sons of Italy

The Rev. R. Adam Forno became the Sons of Italy’s new 
national chaplain during the Order’s 51st biennial convention 
in California last August.  He succeeds Father Joseph Capella of 
New Jersey.  

Ordained for the Diocese of Albany, N.Y.  in l987, he  is presently 
the pastor of    St. John the Evangelist and St. Joseph in Rensse-
laer, N.Y.   After earning a B.A. from Syracuse University in NY, 
he completed an M.S. in Education from the College of St. Rose, 
Albany and a Masters of Divinity from the Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C. 

Fr. Forno, chaplain for the Grand Lodge of New York, contin-
ues his  hospice  ministry and is chaplain to local fire and police in 
Rensselaer in addition to several boards.    

Of Sicilian, Roman and Neapolitan heritage, he frequently travels 
to Italy visiting family and friends.  His grandparents immigrated 
to the U.S. in 1919-1920 and settled in  Central New York where 
he was born.  

“I am honored to be the new national chaplain,” he says, “and 
hope to be a ‘bridge-builder’ between our brothers and sisters 
and the Grand Lodges.”  Reach him at 518/465-0482 ext. 13 or at 
donadam@aol.com

The Rev. R. Adam Forno 

CALLING LODGE PRESIDENTS: 

As lodge president, you are responsible for send-

ing the names and addresses of all new members 

to your Grand Lodge.   You also must inform your 

Grand Lodge of all address corrections and changes, 

too!  Grand Lodge information is listed at www.osia.

org under “About OSIA” or call OSIA National at 

202/547 2900.

Have you or your lodge done 
something remarkable that 
makes a difference to your 
community or promotes our 
heritage?  

Send details with your lodge’s 
name and number (photo op-
tional) to: ITALIAN AMERICA 
Magazine, 219 E Street NE, 
Washington, DC 20002 or 
E-mail ddesanctis@osia.org. 
Include daytime phone no.  

Entries not acknowledged and 
photos not returned unless 
requested. 
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OSIA Nation OSIA LODGES AT WORK

SOUTH CAROLINA VIRGINIA

NORTH CAROLINA
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After being diagnosed and operated on for breast cancer, Cheryl Rhodes 
lost her job and her health insurance.  When her lodge, the Giovanni da Ver-
razano Lodge #2840 in the Winston-Salem/Greensboro/High Point Triad, 
learned of her plight, they held a fund-raising dinner for her. Organized by 
Vice President Mark Jaworski, members solicited local businesses and sold 
dinner and raffle tickets. 

The dinner of spaghetti, meatballs and salad was prepared by former profes-
sional chef Carlo Bozzano and a kitchen staff led by Maria Gargiulo.  Dessert 
was gelato donated by lodge member and gelateria owner Alex Prada. The 
event raised over $3,300 for Cheryl and her 17-year-old daughter. 

Children are learning Italian in 
school, thanks to the Italian Heritage 
Lodge #2517, in Fairfax, a suburb of 
Washington, DC.  “Every year since 
2005, the lodge has donated $500 
to a local elementary school to help 
defray expenses for its Italian pro-
gram,” says lodge president Joseph 
La Marca.  

Initially, Italian classes were held 
after school and taught through 
conversation, games, songs, drama, 
maps and culturally-related activities.   
Beginning in 2008, however, the 
classes have been held during school 
hours at the Mantua Elementary 
School where children grades 3-6 
learn Italian for two thirty minute 
periods each week.  

Now the lodge also has donated 
posters and books and helped set up 
a pen-pal program with students in 
Italy.  And Mantua Elementary plans 
increased use of Italian in its school 
Morning News TV Show, and its 
music and art programs, says lodge 
member Art Moscatello. 

Members of the Enrico Fermi Lodge#2849 in Spartanburg intro-
duced their neighbors to our most popular festival fare:  Italian sausage 
and pepper sandwiches during the city’s one-day Spartanburg Annual 
International Festival.  

The lodge began with 25 members in January 2009 and now has dou-
bled in size to 52.  At the festival, they raised $500 which they donated to 
local charities. “We also recruited seven new members,” says lodge president 
Sam Arnone. “And plan to make this an annual event,” 
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