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IT'S ONLY A MOVIE ...

COMPILED 1Y DOMA DE SANCTTS

This new C5] feature chronicles how the entertain-
ment workl's stereotvping of Italian Americans
pervades all aspects of our socicty and affects
real-life people of Italian descent. Contributors”
names are in parenthesis.

= Supneme Court nominee Judge Samscl Alive is “some
meatball-sucking wop,” according to frries in tiwe
Morriing, the nationally syndicaed mdio and TV alk
show. The remark was made Nov. 2 by the show's pro-
ducer Bernard MeGuirk, who added,” First Scalia, now
Alito Whst is [President Bush] doing? Interpreting the
Constitution or mixing concrete?” He ended, wishing
Alito luck “And to hell with those who don't like
the fact that he's a God-fearing guido.”

* Ume dollar in damapges is the court-ordered fine that
a Connecticut man must pay for libeling the Water-
bury Lega Siciliana Social Club when he alleged that
its members were affiliared with the Mafia, Fraik
Traeisarnm)

* “Leave it to a dago o bring a knife to a gun-fght™
wits the punch line of a joke told on the Bob and Tom
rachio program Sept. 24, 2005, The show is natiomally
syndicated. (Hoberd Bendnbemndi)

= Franco DHFortunaio is the mame of the “evil Fairy
Godfather” in the lavish stage production, Tudce
Charmed, 3 re-working of the Cinderclla story, of
fered to passenpers on the Disney Magic Cruise Ship.
(Kapren Fanale & Richard Annoltico)

* “How o be a poomba,”™ is the theme of Nioky Derice,
a new novel for teen-agers by Steve Schirripa. The title
character is an Itlian American boyv who leaves his
middle class suburban Fmily o spend the summer
with his working class relatives in Brookbyn where he
gets mixed up with local Traliann American Wiscguys.
Schirripa, who plivs Bobby Baccala on fiwe Sofreinos,
savs t's the first in a serics about Nickv. A movie based
on the book is in the works. He s has written A
Croctifa s Gatdde do Life and The Goomiba's Book of
Liarre,

* A six-week television and print ad campaign
featured celebrity chef Jamic Oliver strung upside
down on i meat hook dlongside anioil carcisses.
The campaign was promaoting his show about Ttilian
cuisine. (Rober! Necei)

* As part of its serics Secrels of the Dead, the Public
Brosdoasting System (PBES), aired nationally The
Gangland Graveyard (Nov, 16), It featured groe-
some footage of the remuins of various crime bosses
with “experts” commenting on their lives, The cor-
responding website features pictures and text along
with a “Teacher's Tool Box” offcring “lesson flarns,
tifrs crmel resowerces foorese (i fve classroorn.” This was
the only criminak-based documentary in the series.
Featured in other sepments were the Ancient Egyp-
tians, the Vikings and a tribe of American Indians,

For the second consecutive year the Mew Milford
public school system in Bergen Counry, M), has re-
placed Columbus Dy with three days off for Jewish
holidays, The state has 1.5 millon Italian Americans
who make up 18 % of the totl popualation. (Koo
Zaccardi)

* No Halians or Ialian Americans were listed in
Character Is Desting by Sen. John MeCain and co-
author Mark Salter. They profiled 36 figures from
Joan of Arc to Nelson Mandcela who ®pur honor and
the demands of conscience above all else”

Overlooked were; Captain Rocky Versace, an Army
officer whose heroics as a POW in Vietnam carmed
him 3 posthumous Medal of Honor, Father Geng
Baroni, who marched with Martin Luther King andd
helped inner city communities and Judge John
Sirica, who stood up o the Nixon White House in
the Watergate scandal. (40
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